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1. Education and schooling



Low attendance in kindergarten
School year 02/03: 12 % (+) other first language than German
Distribution on school types (school year 02/03, percentage)

Semesters 2002/03
total numbers % total numbers %

all types of schools 145.122 1.064.486
primary school 62.965 43,2 318.445 29,9
regular secondary school 35.060 24,2 232.998 21,9
special schools 2.959 2 10.507 1
pre-vocational schools 3.163 2,2 17.463 1,6
secondary academic schools 16.846 11,6 172.907 16,2
VET schools 24.197 16,7 285.966 26,9

pupils with other first 
language than german 

pupils with  first language 
german
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General situation
Although migrant parents put great expectations in their children’s 
education, only few of the Austrian adolescents of a migratory 
background succeed in reaching a higher educational level. 
The two main reasons:

– Austrian education policy: still deeply marked by the migration politics of 
the “guest workers’ rotation system” that took migrants only for temporary 
workforce, but not for future citizens, whose children would once be 
integrated into the Austrian educational system. This perspective might 
have been true for the 1960s and early 1970s, but has long been proved 
outdated today (Biffl/Bock-Schappelwein 2003: 120). 
1981 2,1%, foreign pupils
2002/03 9,5% foreign pupils 

– early differentiation within the Austrian educational system: As migrants 
figure among Austria’s lowest social classes, their children are especially 
disadvantaged. The early and clear differentiation within the Austrian 
educational system contributes in maintaining and aggravating social 
inequalities. As a direct consequence only few migrants’ children benefit 
from the learning opportunities of academic secondary schools.



an above- average number of pupils of migratory backgrounds in 
lower secondary and special schools.:

number of pupils of Turkish origin in special schools is three times the 
number of pupils with Austrian parents

In general the number of adolescents of migratory schools in Austrian special 
schools has risen alarmingly during the last decades. At the beginning of 
the 1980s they made up 6,3% of all pupils, while at the end of the 1990s 
their number ascended to 23,1%

number of youths of migratory background decreases significantly the 
higher the level of education gets. 
Still a great part of them starts to work immediately after finishing 
compulsory school, financial situation of their parents will not allow 
further education. 
highest educational achievement lower secondary school or the 
following pre- vocational year 

48% of all adolescents originating from migrant families is either
29% of their contemporaries of Austrian origin



Origin and Educational Level

The level of education differs greatly due to the familial origin 
– 94,5% of 16 years old adolescents from Austrian families are still in 

education
– 84,4% of youths from former Yugoslavian families 
– 72% of youngsters from Turkish families. 
– 66,8% of the girls of Turkish origin of the same age are likely to 

participate in some form of education,
– 75% of boys of Turkish origin still do. 

No difference between boys and girls of former Yugoslavian 
origin (Bauer 2005:118 f.). 
The withdrawal of girls and young women of Turkish origin 
from education and the labour market is a worrying 
phenomenon increasingly witnessed since the mid 1990s. 
While in 1995 still 24,5% of the girls of Turkish origin between
15 and 34 years old still attended school, in 2002 only 21,8% 
of them did. As a consequence a great part of the women of 
Turkish origin will later remain excluded from better-paid jobs 
and social benefits (Biffl 2004:45 f )



The Tyrol is clearly limping behind the other Austrian federal 
provinces having the smallest number of adolescents of 
migratory background attending academic secondary schools: 
in the whole of Austria an average of 11,6% of youths of 
migrant families attend a AHS, in the province of Tyrol only 
6,6% do. In comparison: of all Austrian pupils with German as 
their first language 16,2% attend an academic secondary 
school, of Tyrolean pupils with German as their first language 
12,6% do so. A similar deviation can be observed when 
looking closer at Austria’s vocational schools: in the whole of 
Austria 29,6% of pupils with German as their first language 
attend a vocational school, in Tyrol 26,7%. In comparison only 
16,7% of adolescents of migratory background can be found at 
Austria’s vocational schools – and at Tyrol’s 14,6%. Moreover 
in the Tyrol the number of pupils originating from migrant 
families in special schools is twice as high than the number of 
pupils who speak German as their first language and so clearly 
figures above the Austrian average (Weiss Alexandra 2006:29



The Educational Situation and the Conditions in the Labour 
Market as Direct Determinants for the Social Mobility:

The low social mobility of youths of migratory background in 
Austria gives reason to worry.
Reasons are partly the early retirement from the educational, 
but also discrimination and rejection, which they experience on 
the labour market. “The educational level of the parents plays 
an essential role and it is obvious that social class is decisive 
that the social position is handed down from one generation to 
the next and respectively social mobility is very low.” (Weiss 
Hilde 2005:3 f.). Austria’s refusal to recognize itself as a 
country of immigration, latent or open racist attitudes of 
politicians and the Austrian population, as well as a strong 
anchorage of the „guest workers“ model in the Austrian 
mentality complicate and prohibit longer lasting and profound 
integration successes, perspectives for the future for 
adolescents of migratory background and their social 
advancement into the Austrian middle- class.



Day-care centers (Kindergarten)
All matters relating to kindergartens in Austria are a matter of the provinces, 
kindergartens are not organised federally. Attendance of a kindergarten is 
voluntary and kindergartens do not form part of the regular school system.
reaching the age of three, in the province of Vorarlberg at the age of four, 
children may attend a kindergarten.
Currently 90 per cent of all five-year olds in Austria attend a kindergarten; in 
comparison, in the early sixties it was only 24 per cent.
In addition to state-run kindergartens, there are also private kindergartens and 
so-called "Kindergruppen" (children�s groups), which are set up and organised 
by the parents themselves.
57 per cent of Austrians kindergartens are open all day, the rest close at 
midday or are only open half days. There are considerable regional differences 
regarding the opening times, especially between the east and the west of the 
country. While in Vienna 97 per cent and in Burgenland 63 per cent of all 
kindergartens are open at midday, this is the case with only eight per cent of 
kindergartens in Vorarlberg and 13 per cent in Tyrol.
Migration siehe studie



Language, bi-/multilingual training

seit Beginn des Schuljahres 1998/99 ist im 
Grundschullehrplan ab der 1. Schulstufe eine 
lebende Fremdsprache (Englisch, Franzöisch, 
Italienisch, Kroatisch, Slowakisch, Slowenisch, 
Tschechisch oder Ungarisch) verbindlich 
vorgesehen; jedoch ohne Benotung.
ab dem Schuljahr 2003/2004 ist der 
Fremdsprachenunterricht an allen Volksschulen ab 
der 1. Schulstufe verpflichtend .
Muttersprachlicher Unterricht = Freigegenstand 
Siehe infoblätter



Graduation



Anteil Abschlüsse über Pflicht 
nach Alter 2001
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Schulstufen mit Abschluss
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15-24 Jahre alt: Verwertung der 
Pflichtschulabschlüsse
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Gründe für schlechtere 
Verwertung?

Schlechtere Schultypen, Leistungsgruppen 
und Noten?
Keine Daten verfügbar, um das zu überprüfen

Deutschkenntnisse?
Keine Daten verfügbar, um ...

Informationsmängel?
Armut, daher rasch Beruf?
Diskriminierung?



Religion 

Religionsunterricht in den öffentlichen Schulen als 
Pflichtgegenstand
Lehrpläne für den Religionsunterricht an Pflichtschulen, 
mittleren und höheren Schulen werden von den 
jeweiligen gesetzlich anerkannten Kirchen und 
Religionsgemeinschaften erlassen und von der 
Bundesministerin lediglich bekannt gemacht.
Ethikunterricht vs. Konfessioneller Religionsunterricht: 
ehem. Bildungsministerin Geherer: der 
Religionsunterricht ist eine "wichtige Einführung in 
unsere Kultur" leiste, die wesentlich vom Christentum 
geprägt sei. Gehrer: "Mit dem Religionsunterricht, mit 
dem Aufwachsen in einer von Werthaltungen 
geprägten Gemeinschaft erfährt der junge Mensch ein 
modernes Heimatgefühl, das für seine Entwicklung von 
besonderer Bedeutung ist".



Requirements
1. intercultural awareness training for teachers, Intercultural opening 

of „pädagogische insitute - lehrerausbildung“ and schools -> Ethnic 
monitoring: teachers with migration background  (um Abschiebung 
in Sonderschulen zu verhindern) 

2. Sprachliche Frühförderung und von Beginn an interkulturelle 
Sensibilisierungsmaßnahmen 

3. Überarbeitung von Lehrmaterialien hinsichtlich ethnozentristische, 
rassistische Inhalte - Lehrmaterial muss multikulturelles Österreich 
repräsentieren

4. Ethikunterricht statt Religionsunterricht
5. Verbesserung und österreichweite Vereinheitlichung von 

schulstatistischen Erhebungen und Erhebung von Diskriminierung 
im Bildungsbereich, (zugänglich für alle)


