
SOME DEFINITIONS OF CULTURE:

- Culture refers to the cumulative deposit of knowledge, experience, 
beliefs, values, attitudes, meanings, hierarchies, religion, notions of 
time, roles, spatial relations, concepts of the universe, and material 
objects and possessions acquired by a group of people in the course 
of generations through individual and group striving

- Culture is communication, communication is culture.

- A culture is a way of life of a group of people-the behaviours, beliefs, 
values and symbols that they accept, generally without thinking about 
them and that are passed along by communication and imitation from 
one generation to the next.

- Culture is a collective programming of the mind that distinguishes the 
members of one group or category of people from another.



SOME CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT CULTURE:

- The access to Culture means the active participation into the society.

- Culture contributes to the emergence of nationality.

- Culture is always the result of combination, crossbreeding

- The different Cultures must be interrelated in order to be alive.

- Culture is dynamic

- Culture is not repetitive



TERMS RELATED TO CULTURE:

- Subculture: Set of people with a distinct set of behavior and beliefs 
that differentiate them from a larger culture as a whole of which they 
are a part of.

- Acculturation:Exchange of cultural features which result when 
groups come into continuous fisrthand contact . Either or both 
groups of the original cultural patterns may be changed a bit, but the 
groups remains distinct overall.

- Enculturation: Process where the culture that is currently 
established teaches an individual the accepted norms and values of 
the culture or society in which the individual lives, so that the 
individual can become an accepted member of the group and fulfill 
the needed functions and roles of the group and more importantly
establishes a context of boundaries and accepted behavior that 
dictates what is okay and not okay to do within the framework of that 
society



TERMS RELATED TO CULTURE (cont.)

- Transculturation: phenomenon of merging and converging cultures. 
Cultural change induced by introduction of elements of a foreign
culture.

- Acculturation: Acculturation is the obtainment of culture by an 
individual or a group of people. The process of two different ethnic 
groups exchanging cultural elements and complexes culture change
resulting from contact between cultures.

- Assimilation: Process whereby a minority group gradually adopts 
the customs and attitudes of the prevailing culture. Socia process of 
absorbing one cultural group into harmony with another.

- Integration: Acceptance into community; equal access for all. 
(different types of integration)



SPANIARDS’ MIGRATORY EXPERIENCES

Spaniards do not possess many experiences of their own to serve foundations 
for the development of empathy with immigrants. 

Abroad:
- 19th-Century: Spanish emigration to America (specially Argentina, Mexico, 

Brazil, Cuba)
- Period 1830-1914: Spanish emigration to France 
- Period of Franco: Many Spanish people emigrate to Europe(Germany, France, 

Switzerland ) and go into exile to America.

Internal:
- From rural areas to urban ones. (particularly 1960s) (rural exodus)
- Consequences:

· Depopulation in rural areas 

· Ageing

· Higher Male rate


